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“Tithing is what the church did before Bingo nights.”  
Author Unknown 

 
While there are many time-honored events that we hold on the campus of St. Francis de 
Sales, last Thursday’s affair saw a cavalcade of parishioners, family members, school 
parents, alumni, faculty and neighbors from the broader Salisbury community all gather 
together in our parish center hoping that a game of chance will bring with it a dose of 
random luck. These many guests arrived to campus with their lucky talismans in hand 
and ready to call out their five favorite letters…B-I-N-G-O! Our annual H.S.A. Basket 
Bingo event was once again a memorable occasion which seemed to produce the perfect 
mixture of fellowship, friendly competition and festivity.  I would like to thank all of our 
volunteers and our chairperson, Candy Bauer, for all they did to make this event such an 
enjoyable and successful evening. As well, I would like to thank our “celebrity” Bingo 
caller, Joe Flanagan, for his indefatigable energy and entertaining presence.  The 
proceeds from this fun-filled event earned over $4000 in support of the various 
programs, events and other school budget items that are supported by our H.S.A.  
 
Earlier this same day, both students and teachers once again dedicated their efforts in 
support of practicing and perfecting the various components of our emergency response 
plan. While each month finds our school completing a scheduled emergency response 
drill, the month of October sees our community apply the many layers of our plan in 
response to an on-campus critical incident. This month, we have effectively rehearsed 
our response to a lockdown situation, a building evacuation and an off-campus parent 
reunification process that is included within our overall emergency preparedness plan. 
At St. Francis, we have found that an open dialogue and ongoing training in preparation 
for a variety of emergency drill events, helps to ensure an efficient response should a 
real-life emergency ever emerge. I would like to extend my gratitude to Chief Barb 
Duncan and the members of the SPD for their assistance during our drill.  
 
And before the week ended, Friday arrived and offered a tangible reminder to the 
invaluable partnership that exists with our parent community. On this day, our families 
and faculty gathered together for our biannual Parent-Teacher conference day. During 
these meetings, the relationship that exists between home and school is seen through 
the collaborative and supportive insights that are shared between parents and teachers. 
What’s more, these discussions are vital to building the type of positive partnership that 
exists at St. Francis de Sales Catholic School.  
 
And as a sort of celebratory event, the H.S.A. used the Parent-Teacher Conference Day 
as a fitting occasion in which to sponsor a faculty luncheon that brought together our 
teachers and parish staff as a means to welcome Fr. Antonio and the other visiting 
guests from our sister parish. A special note of gratitude to Trish Shockley for providing 
a delicious meal for our faculty and guests. What a wonderful way to usher in a joyous 
autumn weekend! Enjoy the many blessings of the upcoming week!! 
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